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I once heard a quote that goes, ‘‘It seems 

to me that a doctor’s is the most perfect of all 
lives; it satisfies the craving to know, and also 
the craving to serve.’’ I can think of no better 
words to describe the incredible devotion and 
duty that Dr. Haider has shown in his lifetime 
career as a physician. 

Spurred to become a physician at the age 
of 12, Dr. Thomas Haider intended to use his 
medical skills to help people in his home 
country of Afghanistan. Ultimately, political tur-
moil has prevented that, but he has still man-
aged to touch and improve the lives of thou-
sands all over the world. 

In 1994, Dr. Haider established the Chil-
dren’s Spine Foundation in the United States 
to provide free comprehensive spinal care for 
children without health insurance. And across 
the globe he sponsors a children’s hospital in 
Afghanistan by supporting the salaries of 40 
physicians and providing funds for all medica-
tion and food supplies. 

Additionally, Dr. Haider’s philanthropy in-
cludes: development of a new polyaxial 
pedicile screw for use in spine fusion sur-
geries, increasing their success rate; estab-
lishment of the first Spine Fellowship Program 
at the University of Colorado Medical Center; 
volunteer work to train doctors; creation of the 
American Board of Spine Surgery; and, en-
dowment to the Biomedical Sciences Program 
at the University of California at Riverside, 
which bears his name. 

Mr. Speaker, in my district of Riverside, 
California we are fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated individuals who give unselfishly 
of their time and talents to ensure the well- 
being of our city, state, nation and—in Dr. 
Haider’s case—world. These individuals work 
tirelessly to enrich and brighten the lives of so 
many. Therefore, it is my distinct pleasure to 
take to the House of Representatives’ cham-
ber today to personally honor and commend 
Dr. Thomas T. Haider for all of his dedicated 
service to our community. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD PARTICIPATION 
IN ATHLETIC AND SMALL ARMS 
COMPETITIONS 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 10, 2001 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the Member 
rises to give a brief explanation of H.R. 1705, 
which will authorize members of National 
Guard units to use appropriated funds to con-
duct and participate in athletic competitions 
and small arms competitions. This Member in-
troduced H.R. 1705 on May 3, 2001. 

The National Guard Competitive Events 
Program provides National Guard members 
with an opportunity to hone their training-re-
lated skills, such as running, swimming, and 
marksmanship, in a competitive atmosphere. 
As the National Guard actively recruits new 
members, this can be another feature in re-
cruitment and retention programs for certain 
members of the National Guard. Through 
these competitions, National Guard members 
can qualify for higher level national and inter-
national competitions, including the Pan Am 
Games and the Olympics. 

Also, National Guard members who com-
pete in athletic and small arms competitions 
can now do so with members of the Active 
Duty military. Bringing Active and Reserve 
components together in this fashion builds bet-
ter appreciation among the various compo-
nents and overall force cohesiveness. 

Additionally, some of the National Guard- 
sponsored competitions, including the Lincoln 
Marathon held in this Member’s district, are 
open to participation by the entire civilian com-
munity for participation. The high visibility and 
the community interaction that such events 
provide is key for continued support for local 
National Guard units. 

For the National Guard Competitive Events 
Program to continue to thrive, greater funding 
flexibility must be granted to the National 
Guard units sponsoring competitions and 
sending members to those competitions. Cur-
rently, only non-appropriated funds from post 
exchanges and other activities and from com-
petition entry fees can be used to cover oper-
ating expenses for the events and all health, 
pay, and personal expenses for participating 
National Guard members. This funding system 
places National Guard members at a dis-
advantage. 

Unlike Active Duty military personnel who 
have all health, pay, and personal expenses 
covered while competing, National Guard 
members are not on duty while competing and 
thus are not covered. For example, if National 
Guard members suffer injuries while com-
peting at the marksmanship competition in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, they must pay for 
the incurred health costs although they were 
competing with their Guard unit. And, unfortu-
nately, placing National Guard members on 
orders is not a solution to the coverage issue 
for National Guard members placed on active 
duty cannot compete with their National Guard 
unit’s team. 

Mr. Speaker, the distinguished gentleman 
from Rhode Island, Mr. LANGEVIN, and this 
Member introduced H.R. 1705 to provide the 
necessary funding flexibility. By authorizing the 
use of appropriated funds in addition to the 
non-appropriated funds, National Guard units 
face fewer budget constraints when hosting 
competitions and when sending teams and in-
dividuals into competition. Health, pay, and 
personal expenses could be covered for par-
ticipants who otherwise might not be able to 
afford costs stemming from physical injuries. 

This bill levels the funding playing field so 
that National Guard units are not at a financial 
disadvantage when sponsoring competitions 
and participating in these valuable competi-
tions. It should be emphasized that the legisla-
tion does not create participation incentives for 
National Guard members which are greater 
than those incentives for Active Duty military. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, this Member en-
courages his colleagues to review H.R. 1705 
and to favorably consider co-sponsorship and 
legislative action on the measure. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CENTRAL 
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COUNTY, AFL–CIO 
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Thursday, May 10, 2001 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Central Labor Council of Alameda County, 
AFL–CIO on the occasion of its 100th anniver-
sary. The Central Labor Council of Alameda 
County has a long history of organizing, advo-
cacy, activism and progressive leadership over 
the past century. I would like to highlight some 
of their many accomplishments and contribu-
tions. 

The Central Labor Council was one of the 
first labor organizations in the country to take 
a high profile position in support of the Civil 
Rights Movement. Executive Secretary-Treas-
urer, Richard Groulx joined Martin Luther King, 
Jr. in the march in Selma, Alabama in 1964. 

The Central Labor Council was in the fore-
front in the demand for divestiture in apartheid 
South Africa. Long before the issue captured 
national attention, the Central Labor Council of 
Alameda County joined with religious, commu-
nity and student groups to demand divestiture 
by the University of California. Secretary- 
Treasurer Groulx spoke to a rally of over 
20,000, vowing labor’s support for the divesti-
ture. 

The Central Labor Council of Alameda 
County was one of the first labor bodies to 
recognize the United Farm Workers Orga-
nizing Committee and Cesar Chavez by lend-
ing money and physical support to the fledg-
ling organization. 

When the Port of Oakland was locked in a 
year-long bureaucratic quagmire in its at-
tempts to dredge the shipping lanes to accom-
modate the new larger container ships, it was 
the Central Labor Council of Alameda County 
and its Secretary-Treasurer Owen Marron who 
brought the stalemate to an end. He brought 
business, labor, elected officials and the Port 
together in a coalition. As a result, the im-
passe was broken and dredging within an ac-
ceptable environmental plan is underway. 

Thanks to the political clout of the Central 
Labor Council in partnership with a coalition of 
local unions, community and religious organi-
zations, Living Wage ordinances have been 
passed by the cities of Oakland, Berkeley and 
Hayward as well as a major employer, the 
Port of Oakland. 

A collaboration of the Central Labor Council, 
under the leadership of the present Secretary 
Judy Goff, and the Labor Immigrant Orga-
nizing Network, has lead to the passage of a 
resolution of immigrant’s rights. The immigrant 
rights resolution was sent to the California 
Labor Federation and the AFL–CIO leading to 
a change in the AFL–CIO’s position on immi-
grant worker’s rights. 

Congratulations Central Labor Council of Al-
ameda County, AFL–CIO on your centennial 
birthday and best wishes in your continued 
successful efforts to organize for justice in our 
community. 
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